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NOTE: This list focuses on books and media about APIA soldiers and their World War II military service. Some earlier resources 
cited below might not be available and are listed for historical reference. As with all resource listings, every work should be 

considered and examined critically. (SFPL refers to San Francisco Public Library). 
 

 

Book Titles 
 

 
Castelnuovo, Shirley. Soldiers of Conscience: 
Japanese American Military Resisters in 
World War II. Praeger, 2008. 
 
High School 
 
SFPL Call no.: 940.5404 C2774s                            

Chen, William, editor. Unsung Heroes: 
Recognizing and Honoring Chinese 
American World War II Veterans 
Congressional Gold Medal Recipients. 
Chinese American Citizens Alliance: Boston, 
2020. 
 
Middle – High School 

                        

 
Cooper, Michael L. Fighting for Honor: 
Japanese Americans and World War II. 
Clarion Books, 2000. 
 
Middle School 
 
SFPL Call no.: j940.5308 Coop 

                        

 
Del Rosario, Carina A., editor. A Different 
Battle: Stories of Asian Pacific American 
Veterans. U of Washington P, 1999. 
 
SFPL Call no.: 355.0092 D5686            
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Dixon, Chuck, script. Medal of Honor: Daniel 
Inouye. Association of the United States 
Army, 2020. https://www.military.com/off-
duty/2020/06/02/read-free-graphic-novel-
honoring-medal-honor-recipient-sen-
daniel-inouye.html  
 
Middle School 
 

 

 
 
Duus, Masayo Umezawa. Unlikely 
Liberators: The Men of the 100th and 442nd. 
Translated by Peter Duus, U of Hawaii P, 
2006. 
 
High School 
 
SFPL Call no.: 940.5404 D955u 
          

             
 

Fung, Eddie, and Judy Yung. The Adventures 
of Eddie Fung: Chinatown Kid, Texas 
Cowboy, Prisoner of War. U of Washington 
P, 2007. 
 
High School 
 
SFPL Call no.: B F9633a 
                 

                              

Gor, Edmond J., editor. National 
Recognition for Commendable Patriotism 
and Honor: The Chinese American Veterans 
of World War II Congressional Gold Medal 
Recipients. 2 vols., Chinese American World 
War II Veterans Recognition Project, 2020-
21. 
 
Middle – High School 
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Hayashi, Stacey T. Journey of Heroes: The 
Story of the 100th Infantry Battalion and 
442nd Regimental Combat Team. Illustrated 
by Damon Wong, 442 Comic Book LLC, 
2012.  
 
Middle School 

              

Hom, Montgomery. Fighting on All Fronts: 
Profiles of World War II Chinese Americans 
from the Golden State. Chinese Historical 
Society of America, 2021. 
 
Middle – High School 
 

                          
 
Lee, Marjorie, editor. Duty & Honor: A 
Tribute to Chinese American World War II 
Veterans of Southern California. Chinese 
Historical Society of Southern California, 
1998. 
 
High School                          
 
 
Marrin, Albert. “Yankee Samurai.” 
Uprooted: The Japanese American 
Experience during World War II. Random 
House Children’s Books, 2016, pp. 137-180. 
 
Middle – High School 
 
SFPL Call no.: j940.5317 Marr 
 

                      

Masuda, Minoru, et al. Letters from the 
442nd: The World War II Correspondence of 
a Japanese American Medic. U of 
Washington P, 2008. Scott and Laurie Oki 
Series in Asian American Studies. 
 
High School 
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Matsuda, Lawrence. Fighting for America: 
Nisei Soldiers. Illustrated by Matt Sasaki, 
Nisei Veterans Committee Foundation 
(NVCF) and Wing Luke Museum, 2015. 
 
High School 
                            

McGaugh, Scott. Honor before Glory: The 
Epic World War II Story of the Japanese 
American GIs Who Rescued the Lost 
Battalion. Da Capo Press, 2016. 
 
High School 
 
SFPL Call no.: 940.5421 M171h            
 
 
McNaughton, James C. Nisei Linguists: 
Japanese Americans in the Military 
Intelligence Service during World War II. 
Washington, DC: Dept. of the Army, 2006. 
 
High School 
 
SFPL Call no.: 940.5404 M2328n 
Available as PDF                            

 
Moore, Brenda L. Serving Our Country: 
Japanese American Women in the Military 
during World War II. Rutgers UP, 2003. 
 
High School 

                             

Moy, Victoria. Fighting for the Dream: 
Voices of Chinese American Veterans from 
World War II to Afghanistan. Chinese 
Historical Society of Southern California, 
2014. 
 
High School                                
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Mrazek, Robert J. The Indomitable Florence 
Finch: The Untold Story of a War Widow 
Turned Resistance Fighter and Savior of 
American POWs. Hachette Books, 2020. 
 
SFPL: Available as E-book 
 

                            

Muller, Eric L. Free to Die for Their Country: 
The Story of the Japanese American Draft 
Resisters in World War II. U of Chicago P, 
2001. Chicago Series in Law and Society. 
 
High School 
 
SFPL Call no.: 940.5316 M9131f    
 
 
Murphy, Thomas D. Ambassadors in Arms: 
The Story of Hawaii’s 100th Battalion. 6th 
ed., U of Hawaii P, 1954. 
 
High School 
 
SFPL Call no.: 940.541 M958a   

 

                     
                           
 
Okada, John. No-No Boy. 1957. U of 
Washington P, 1981. 
 
High School 
 
SFPL Call no.: Teen F Okad 
 

                                       

Panlilio, Yay. The Crucible: An 
Autobiography by Colonel Yay, Filipina 
American Guerrilla. Rutgers UP, 2010 [1950 
Memoir]. 
 
High School 
 
SFPL Call No.: B P19453a 2010   
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Rocamora, Rick. Filipino World War II 
Soldiers: America’s Second-Class Veterans. 
Veterans Equity Center, 2008. 
 
High School 
 
SFPL Call No.: 305.9069 R58f 
 

                          

 
Takaki, Ronald, and Rebecca Stefoff. 
Democracy and Race: Asian Americans and 
World War II. Chelsea House Pub., 1995. 
The Asian American Experience. 
 
Middle – High School 
 
SFPL Call no.: 940.5315 T139d                          

Wong, Kevin Scott. Americans First: Chinese 
Americans and the Second World War. 
Temple UP, 2008. 
High School 
 
SFPL Call no.: 940.5408 W8465a 2008              
                                                                              
 
Yenne, Bill. Rising Sons: The Japanese 
American GIs Who Fought for the United 
States in World War II. Thomas Dunne 
Books, 2007. 
 
High School 
 
SFPL Call no.: 940.5412 Y399r 
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Media Titles 
 

 
Ding, Loni, director and producer. The Color 
of Honor: The Japanese American Soldier in 
WWII. Center for Educational 
Telecommunications (CET), 1987. 
 
1 hour 30 minutes 
 
Available on Kanopy      

 
Ding, Loni, director and producer. Nisei 
Soldier: Standard Bearer for an Exiled 
People. Center for Educational 
Telecommunications (CET), 1983. 
 
30 minutes 
 
Available on Kanopy 
 

   

 
Fong, Nancy, producer. Legacy of the Nisei: 
Stories of Japanese American Internment 
and World War II Veterans. San Leandro 
Public Library, 2012. 
 
1 hour 42 minutes 
                               
 
 
Fong, Nancy, producer. Legacy of the Nisei 
Veterans: WWII Stories of the 100th/442nd 
and Military Intelligence Service. San 
Leandro Public Library, 2011. 
 
1 hour 30 minutes 
 

 
   
               NO IMAGE FOUND 
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Forsberg, Rolf, writer and director. Going 
for Broke. Questar, 2005.  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_WG96MAirI  
 
58 minutes  
 

                    
 
Gee, Shannon, director and producer. An 
American Hero: Shiro Kashino. Animated by 
Randy Eng, Museum of the Asian Pacific 
American Experience, NVC Foundation, and 
Seattle Channel, 2015. 
vimeo.com/160928641  
 
20 minutes 

                                     
 

 
 
Graves, Tom, producer and writer. An 
American Story: The History of California’s 
Nisei Veterans. 2009. 
 
14 minutes 
 
SFPL Call no.: DVD 940.5421 AMER 

 
 
 
                              NO IMAGE FOUND 
 
 

 
Haffner, Craig, executive director. Most 
Decorated: The Nisei Soldiers. History 
Channel, [2016]. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=adjnOrbM2rY  
 
46 minutes 
 

                     

Hidden Heroes: The Nisei Soldiers of WWII. 
History Channel, 11 Nov. 2021. 
 
1 hour 
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Hom, Montgomery, director. We Served 
with Pride: The Chinese American 
Experience in World War II. Organization of 
Chinese Americans and Waverly Place 
Productions, 1999. 
 
56 minutes 
                                     

Horsting, Robert, and Craig Yahata, 
directors and producers. Citizen Tanouye. 
Hashi Pictures, 2005. 
 
58 minutes 
 

                                  
 
Jesus Villamor: Pinoy Top Gun. Masid, 
[2020]. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=B0vA3VCi2k8
&t=82s   
 
8 minutes 
 

                  

Kubota, Bill, director and writer. Most 
Honorable Son. KDN Films, 2007. 
 
56 minutes 
 
 
 

                                  

Lowe, Felicia, producer, director, and 
writer. “Maggie Gee: WWII Aviator.” My 
Chinese Californian Story. California 
Museum, Full Frame Production, 2020. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=daWwsWxNE-
s 
 
2.25 minutes 
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Matsudaira, Vince, director and producer. 
America at Its Best: Legacy of Two Nisei 
Patriots. Nakamura/Okubo Medal of Honor 
Committee of the Nisei Veterans 
Committee, Seattle, 2001. 
 
50 minutes 
     

 
 
Merrill, Zed, director, writer, and producer. 
The Silent Glory. Zed Merrill and Associates, 
2000. 
 
41 minutes 

 
                NO IMAGE FOUND 

 
 

 
 
Nakamura, Robert A., director. Looking Like 
the Enemy, 1995. 
 
52 minutes 

                

 
Narahara, Sheryl K., director. Fifty Years of 
Silence: The Untold Story of Japanese 
American Soldiers in the Pacific Theater, 
1941-1952. Military Intelligence Service 
Association of Northern California, 1992. 
 
60 minutes 

 
 
 

           NO IMAGE FOUND 
 
 
 

 
 
Ono, David, and Jeff MacIntyre, producers. 
Witness: American Heroes. [KABC-TV, Los 
Angeles], 2011. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=mg9Rwe69ha
o&t=23s  
 
25 minutes 
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Ostrander, Lucy, director and producer. 
Honor and Sacrifice: The Roy Matsumoto 
Story, Stourwater Pictures, 2013. 
 
27 minutes 
 
SFPL Call no.: DVD 940.5404 HONO 
Available on Kanopy   
 

         

 
Ostrander, Lucy, director and producer. 
Proof of Loyalty: Kazuo Yamane and the 
Nisei Soldiers of Hawaii, Stourwater 
Pictures, 2017. 
 
55 minutes 
 
SFPL Call no.: DVD 940.5404 PROO 
Available on Kanopy 

       

 
PBS Learning Media. Asian Americans in 
Military Service during WWII. WETA, 
Washington DC and CAAM, 2020. 
ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/asian-
americans-military-service/asian-americans-
video/  
 
7 minutes 

 

           

 
 
Prejudice and Patriotism: Americans of 
Japanese Ancestry in the Military 
Intelligence Service of WWII. Granma’s 
Camera Productions, 1998. 
 
42 minutes 

 
 

              NO IMAGE FOUND 
 
 
 

 
 
Rosen, Steve, director. Beyond Barbed Wire. 
Mac & Ava Films, Sunwood Entertainment, 
and Tribute to Freedom Foundation, 1997. 
 
1 hour 28 minutes 
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Saffa, Joan, director and producer. Honor 
Bound: A Personal Journey. Flower Village 
Films, 1995. 
 
55 minutes 
 

                
 
Schory, Katriel, director and writer. Yankee 
Samurai. Belbo Film Productions and 
Telemedia, 1985. 
 
50 minutes 

 
 

               NO IMAGE FOUND 
 
 

 
 
A Story of Asian American Pacific Islanders 
in the United States Military Since the War 
of 1812. AARP Real Possibilities, nd. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q1jeUyRdxrI  
 
7 minutes 
                  

Suzuki, Jun’ichi, director. 442: Live with 
Honor, Die with Dignity. United Television 
Broadcasting Systems, 2010. 
 
1 hour 37 minutes 
 
 
 

 

                  

Suzuki, Jun’ichi, director. MIS: Human 
Secret Weapon, 2012. 
 
1 hour 41 minutes 
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Takeuchi, Burt, director. Valor with Honor. 
Torasan Films, 2010. 
 
1 hour 26 minutes 
 

                             
 
WASPs: The Maggie Gee Story. Southern 
Oregon Chinese Cultural Association, 2010. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDcAiW5Y6w
w 
 
28 minutes; Sky High Read Aloud with 
Maggie Gee interview. 
 

                

Yahata, Craig, director. A Tradition of 
Honor. Go for Broke National Education 
Foundation, 2002. 
 
1 hour 21 minutes 
 

                                  
 
 
Yamada, Gayle K., director, writer, and 
producer. Uncommon Courage. KVIE-TV, 
Sacramento, 2001. 
 
1 hour 26 minutes 
 

                                  
 

Yamane, Stuart, director, producer, and 
writer. Journey of Honor. Hawaii Public 
Television, 2001. 
 
55 minutes 
 

                      
 

 


