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FROM DEFENDANTS IN THE COURTROOM TO JUDGES PRESIDING OVER COURT CASES 

JUDGE ARTICLE NEWSPAPER/DATE 

Cathy Bisson 

Indian Mexican 
American 

 

Cathy Bissoon: First U.S. 
South Asian Woman Federal 
Judge 

India-West 
8/30/2013 

Dolly M. Gee 

Chinese 
American 

 

Migrant Children Can’t Be 
Held for Indefinite Time, 
Judge Says 

New York Times 
9/28/2019 

Lucy Koh 

Korean 
American 

 Federal Judge Blocks Trump 
Administration Attempt to 
End 2020 Census Early 

The Washington Post 
9/25/2020 
 

Jacqueline 
Hong-Ngoc 
Nguyen 

Vietnamese 
American   

 

Appeals Court Judges 
Question Trump Move to End 
DACA 

CNN Wire Service 
5/15/2018 

APIA JUDGES 

IN THE NEWS  
Compiled by Jerry Dear 

Note: Click headlines to 
read the full story.  
(Requires SF Public 
library card – Click here.) 
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Florence Pan 

Chinese 
American 

 President Biden Nominates 
Del. Norton Recommen-
dation Pan to U.S. District 
Court for D.C. 

Targeted News 
Service (USA) 
3/31/2021 

Ronald 
Quidachay 

Filipino 
Amercan 

 Court Orders Improvements 
in State Youth Prison Clinics; 
Reform: Judge's Ruling 
Enforces a 1987 Law to 
Ensure Health Services at CYA 
Medical and Psychiatric 
Facilities 

Los Angeles Times 
12/2/2000 

Sri Srinivasan 

Asian Indian 
American 

 

Indian American Jurist          
Sri Srinivasan Named Chief 
judge to DC Circuit Court of 
Appeals, 2nd Most Powerful 
Court in Nation 

India-West 
2/21/2020 

Tani Cantil-
Sakauye 

Filipino 
Portuguese 
American 

 

Redefine the Rules Perspectives: A 
Magazine for & About 
Women Lawyers 
Fall 2011 

Atsushi 
Wallace 
Tashima 

Japanese 
American 

 Judging an Injustice: During 
Asian Heritage Month, 
Japanese Internments Are 
Recalled 

States News Service 
5/11/2017 

Derrick 
Kahula 
Watson 

Hawaiian 
American 

 

Native Hawaiian Federal 
Judge Halts Revised Travel 
Ban 

Associated Press:  
US News Online 
3/16/2017 
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