
LON PO PO: A RED-RIDING HOOD STORY FROM CHINA (1989) 
A Caldecott Medal Book by Ed Young 

Read a summary of Lon Po Po below. 

Once long ago, there was a woman who lived with her three 
children. The woman left home to visit the grandmother. She 
told her children, “I will return tomorrow. Be sure to lock the 
door tonight.” 

An old wolf saw the mother leave. 
He disguised himself as an old 

woman and went to the house. He 
knocked on the door: “I am your 

grandmother, your Po Po.”   

The three sisters opened the door and 
let the wolf in. The wolf blew out the 
candle. It was very dark inside. But the 
children saw the wolf’s tail, sharp claws, 
and hairy face. They had a plan.   . . . 

“Po Po, have you eaten gingko nuts? 
They are delicious. You can live forever if 

you eat them. There is a gingko tree outside. But you have to pick 
them yourself for the magic to work.” The children climbed the 

tree, but the wolf couldn’t climb the tree. One child called, “Po Po,   
at the door is a big basket and a rope. Tie the rope to the basket. Sit 

in the basket. We can pull you up.” 

The wolf sat in the basket and the children 
pulled it up higher and higher. Then they let go of the rope. The wolf 
fell down to the ground and died. The children climbed down the tree 
and went back into the house. 

The mother came back on the next day with baskets of 
food. The children told her about the Po Po wolf. 
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Now that you have read a summary of Lon Po Po, put the pictures and sentences in the order of 
the story, from 1 (the beginning) to 6 (the end). 

An old wolf saw the mother leave. He disguised himself as an old 
woman and went to the house. He knocked on the door: “I am your 
grandmother, your Po Po.”   

Once long ago, there was a woman who lived with her three 
children. The woman left home to visit the grandmother. She told 
her children, “I will return tomorrow. Be sure to lock the door 
tonight.” 

The wolf sat in the basket and the children pulled it up higher and 
higher. Then they let go of the rope. The wolf fell down to the 
ground and died. The children climbed down the tree and went back 
into the house. 

The three sisters opened the door and let the wolf in. The wolf blew 
out the candle. It was very dark inside. But the children saw the 
wolf’s tail, sharp claws, and hairy face. They had a plan.   . . . 

The mother came back on the next day with baskets of food.   
The children told her about the Po Po wolf. 

“Po Po, have you eaten gingko nuts? They are delicious. You can live 
forever if you eat them. There is a gingko tree outside. But you have 
to pick them yourself for the magic to work.” The children climbed the 
tree, but the wolf couldn’t climb the tree. One child called, “Po Po, at 
the door is a big basket and a rope. Tie the rope to the basket. Sit in 
the basket. We can pull you up.” 

Created and Adapted by: NICK BARTEL (TACT 2025) 
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ANSWER KEY 

Now that you have read a summary of Lon Po Po, put the pictures and sentences in the order of 
the story, from 1 (the beginning) to 6 (the end). 

An old wolf saw the mother leave. He disguised himself as an old woman 
and went to the house. He knocked on the door: “I am your grandmother, 
your Po Po.”   

Once long ago, there was a woman who lived with her three 
children. The woman left home to visit the grandmother. She told 
her children, “I will return tomorrow. Be sure to lock the door 
tonight.” 

The wolf sat in the basket and the children pulled it up higher and 
higher. Then they let go of the rope. The wolf fell down to the ground 
and died. The children climbed down the tree and went back 
into the house. 

The three sisters opened the door and let the wolf in. The wolf blew 
out the candle. It was very dark inside. But the children saw the 
wolf’s tail, sharp claws, and hairy face. They had a plan.   . . . 

The mother came back on the next day with baskets of food.   
The children told her about the Po Po wolf. 

“Po Po, have you eaten gingko nuts? They are delicious. You can live 
forever if you eat them. There is a gingko tree outside. But you have 
to pick them yourself for the magic to work.” The children climbed the 
tree, but the wolf couldn’t climb the tree. One child called, “Po Po, at 
the door is a big basket and a rope. Tie the rope to the basket. Sit in 
the basket. We can pull you up.” 

2 

1 

3 

4 

5 

6 


