
Grandfather’s Journey (1993) 

Allen Say won a Caldecott Medal for his picture book, Grandfather’s Journey. He writes about his 
grandfather coming to America and then returning to his home in Japan. Below is a short summary of 
the book. 

Grandfather was born in Japan. When he was a young man, he left his home in Japan to see the world. 
He saw many things and met many people. He loved California. He went back to Japan to get married. 

Grandfather brought his bride back to California. They lived near San Francisco. They had a daughter. 

When the daughter grew up, she went to Japan with her parents. The daughter got married and I was 
born. She was my mother. 

I love my grandfather, and I love Japan. When I grew up, I went to California like my grandfather. I love 
California too. Now I am married and have a daughter of my own. The moment I am in one country I am 
homesick for the other. I think I know my grandfather now. I wrote this book about my grandfather. 



  
Grandfather’s Journey (1993) by Allen Say 

Now that you have read a summary of Grandfather’s Journey, put the pictures and sentences in the 
order of the story, from the earliest (1) to the latest (4). 

I love my grandfather, and I love Japan. When I grew up, I went to California like my grandfather. I love 
California too. Now I am married and also have a daughter of my own. The moment I am in one country 
I am homesick for the other. I think I know my grandfather now. I wrote this book about my grandfather. 

When the daughter grew up, she went to Japan with her parents. The daughter got married and I was 
born. She was my mother. 

Grandfather was born in Japan. When he was a young man, he left his home in Japan to see the world. 
He saw many things and met many people. He loved California. He went back to Japan to get married. 

Grandfather brought his bride back to California. They lived near San Francisco. They had a daughter. 
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ANSWER KEY 

Now that you have read a summary of Grandfather’s Journey, put the pictures and sentences in the 
order of the story, from the earliest (1) to the latest (4). 

I love my grandfather, and I love Japan. When I grew up, I went to California like my grandfather. I love 
California too. Now I am married and also have a daughter of my own. The moment I am in one country 
I am homesick for the other. I think I know my grandfather now. I wrote this book about my grandfather. 

When the daughter grew up, she went to Japan with her parents. The daughter got married and I was 
born. She was my mother. 

Grandfather was born in Japan. When he was a young man, he left his home in Japan to see the world. 
He saw many things and met many people. He loved California. He went back to Japan to get married. 

Grandfather brought his bride back to California. They lived near San Francisco. They had a daughter. 
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