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An invention is something new or something that improves what already exists – whether it is a product, a tool, a process, or a scientific method that helps people, communities, and society in some useful way. In May 2026, the Asian American Pacific Islander American (APIA) Biography Project focused on twenty-nine APIA inventors for our thirteenth annual APIA Wall of Fame at the San Francisco Main Public Library (SFPL). We highlighted how APIA ingenuity and creativity have made our lives easier, improved our health, boosted the economy, or just helped things run more smoothly. 
APIAs have invented cooking devices, toys, mechanical devices, protective equipment, and scientific methods. They paved the way to cure or mitigate disease, advance child development, protect from biohazards, innovate surgical procedures, and modernize cooking methods. Joyce Chen enhanced functionality by inventing the “Peking Wok” (1970), a flat-bottomed wok adapting to the modern electric and gas stoves to make Chinese cooking more accessible in the American home. The busy professionals’ favorite, Instant Pot (2010), came from the engineering mind of Robert Wang who wanted to save time and effort on meal preparations. Other inventions improved the quality of life while addressing health needs, from Flossie Wong-Staal discovering the anatomy of the HIV virus (1985) to Ann Tsukamoto Weissman isolating human blood stem cells (1990) to advance gene therapy. Pedro Flores revolutionized the “slip-string” yo-yo design (1920s) that popularized the yo-yo not only as a fun toy but also as a therapeutic tool for occupational therapists to help adults and children with physical dexterity, mental concentration, and fine motor skills. Medical technologies enhanced safety and quality of life with the invention of the Black Falcon (1998) by Akhil Madhani, a robotic arm that introduced safer and less invasive surgeries. The world’s survival during COVID‑19 was not accidental but powered by innovations like Peter Tsai’s N95 filtration technology (2010s) that protected frontline workers, slowed transmission, and saved countless lives. Without it, the pandemic’s toll would have been far more devastating. The twenty-nine inventors in our Wall of Fame have in common the desire to improve the quality of life that set in motion medical, cultural, nutritional, and scientific innovations. With the current anti-immigrant environment and rollback of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion programming and funding, it is even more vital now to remember and acknowledge the contributions of immigrants and communities of color to the United States of America and the world.
This Activity Book for elementary school students was created by Asian American Studies students at San Francisco State University to commemorate some past and present APIA inventors. Our 2026 APIA Heritage Month celebration honored them at SFPL for the entire month of May. The APIA Wall of Fame is displayed at the Children’s Center with a scavenger hunt for children. A separate display at the Chinese Center specifically highlighted Chinese American inventors. In addition to these events, the APIA website (apiabiography.sfsu.edu) featured related activities and resources. We thank this year’s cosponsoring community partners: SFPL, Square and Circle Club, and the Association of Chinese Teachers (TACT).
